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DAVID GARRICK AND "OLD PENN." 

An Historic Programme Showing the Actor's Interest in the 
Infant University. 

By EDWARD ROBINS. 

An interesting fact about David Garrick, the great 
English actor, showing that he took a kindly interest 
in the far-away University of Pennsylvania (then 
known as the "College, Academy and Charitable 
School of Philadelphia") is evidenced in a programme 
or play-bill which Captain Arthur Grant, of Scotland, 
has just presented to The Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania. This bill, which is in a particularly fine con- 
dition for so old a relic, is for a benefit given at the 
Theatre Eoyal, Drury Lane, on Wednesday, April 27, 
1763, for the "Colleges of Philadelphia and New York" 
— in other words for the University of Pennsylvania 
and King's College, now Columbia University. 

It may be recalled that Dr. William Smith, first 
Provost of "Pennsylvania," went to England in the 
early spring of 1762, that he might collect money for 
his institution, of which it was sadly in need. The 
trustees and faculty were anxious to increase the effi- 
ciency and scope of the "College and Academy," but it 
was evident that Philadelphia could not alone supply 
the funds for that purpose. So Provost Smith braved 
the hardships of an ocean voyage — and they were real 
hardships in those days — and landed in England armed 
with an address from the trustees "To all charitable 
Persons and Patrons of Useful Knowledge." (Quoted 
in full in Horace Wemyss Smith's "Life and Corre- 
spondence of the Eev. William Smith, D.D.") He was 
also furnished with an appeal to the Penn family to aid 
the enterprise in England, and was soon calling on 
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Thomas Penn, the Archbishop of Canterbury and other 
persons of prominence. 

But just as the prospects of a goodly collection for 
the College seemed bright, Dr. Smith received a severe 
shock, for he writes home under date of July 10, 1762 : 
"Just now I am so disconcerted that I know not what 
to do. I had proposed setting out in a day or two with 
Mr. Powel to proceed leisurely through the several 
trading towns and places to the northward as far as 
Edinburgh ; but Dr. Jay, from New York, which he left 
June 1st ; has just called on me and told me that, some 
business of his own calling him to England, the people 
of the College at New York had applied to and em- 
powered him to solicit money for them." 

Dr. Jay, afterwards Sir James Jay, was a brother 
of the Honorable John Jay, and was now acting as an 
agent for King's College. For the good Provost this 
surely was "disconcerting;" indeed, for a time he was 
most indignant at what he considered ' ' an unfair inter- 
ference with his plans." But finally his anger cooled, 
and it was wisely arranged that he and Dr. Jay should 
work together in harmony, and divide, as it were, the 
territory between them. The King, who expressed his 
approval of the scheme, granted a "Royal Brief" or 
letters patent clothing Dr. Smith and Dr. Jay with 
official authority for thus soliciting funds. 

Just what the first Provost accomplished need not be 
retailed here, but it should be told, apropos to the play- 
bill just come to light, that he was not ignorant of the 
advantages of a theatrical performance as a means of 
swelling the poorly-filled coffers of the Philadelphia 
College and Academy. For he was not slow to make 
the acquaintance of David Garrick, then living in 
Southampton Street, London, in a house still standing, 
an admirable example of Georgian domestic archi- 
tecture. That he asked the "little great man" to help 
"Pennsylvania," and that the actor willingly agreed, 
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FOR THE 

Benefit of the Colleges of 
Philadelphia and New Fork. 



AT THE 



TheatreRoyal in £)rury-Zane, 

On WEDNESDAY next, the 27th of APRIL, 
Will be PERFORMED 

The C U R E of SA C7L, 

A Sacred Ode. 

Written by Dr. BROWN. 

Set to feleet Airs, Duets and Choruffes > 

From Mr. HANDEL, 

And other Eminent COMPOSERS. 

With the Addition of feveral New Songs-. 

The VOCAL PARTS by 

Mr. Beard, A Siga. Fraft, 
Sig. Tenducci, Sc Mrs. Scott, 
Mr. Norn's, C) and 
Mr. Champnes, x Mifs Young. 

The Orchestra to be led 

By Signor G I A R D I N I, 

Who will perform a Concerto on the VIOLIN between the Aftst 

HSU P I T and BOXES to be put together. 
No Perfons to be admitted without Tickets, which will be de- 
livered at the Office in the Theatre at Half-a-Guinea each ; 
And alfo at the following Coffee-houfes, viz. the Smyrna, Pall-mall; 
the Mount, Grofuenor ftreet ; George's, Temple-bar; the Rainbow', Corn- 
bill; the New Tori, Sweeting' i alley; and the Penfylvama, Bircbin lane. 

First Gallery 5s. Second Gallery 3s. 6d. 

* Galleries to be opened at Half an Hour after Four, Pit and Boxes at Five. 

X To begin ar Half an Hour paft Six. Pivant Rex & Regim 
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is shown by the extract of a letter he wrote under date 
of April 24, 1763, to the Rev. Dr. Richard Peters, Pres- 
ident of the trustees of the College: "On Wednesday 
next we are to have a Benefit Oratorio at Drury Lane 
( Garrick 's House) Mr. Beard leaves his own House 
to perform for us at the other ; and will give a Benefit 
himself next Winter, but could not do it now on account 
of a week lost to him by the late Eiots at his House, 
viz : Covent Garden. Mr. Garrick has been exceedingly 
kind in the matter, gave his House at first asking, and 
was sorry that the Season was so far advanced & that 
he had no night disengaged sooner. The principal per- 
formers Vocal & Instrumental serve gratis, & we are 
favoured with the Boys from the Chapel Royal, and 
every other mark of Distinction. Mr. Tyers even put 
off the opening of Vaux Hall, which was fixed on Wed- 
nesday next, in order to favour us." 

This letter, of which a copy is to be found in the 
Minutes of the Board of Trustees, establishes the year 
1763 as the date of the following play-bill recently pre- 
sented to The Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

This programme gives an attractive suggestion of an 
intimacy which doubtless existed between the brilliant 
first Provost of the University and the most brilliant 
actor of his time. We can fancy them listening to the 
"Sacred Ode" from the wings of Drury Lane stage, or 
running back to the box-office to see how many of those 
half-guinea tickets had been sold. It would be in- 
teresting to know just how much money the enter- 
prising Dr. Smith collected through the help of David 
Garrick. 

The appearance of "Mr. Beard's" name in the play- 
bill gives it an added importance, for it was John Beard 
for whom Handel composed some of his greatest tenor 
scores, as in "Israel in Egypt," "The Messiah" and 
other Oratorios. Beard was noted both as actor and 
singer; was for many years a London favorite, and 
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after the death of his father-in-law, Eich, the famous 
manager of Co vent Garden (in 1761), undertook the 
conduct of that theatre. It will be seen, therefore, that 
Dr. Smith had not confined his attentions to the actor- 
manager of Drury Lane; he had also enlisted the in- 
terest and service of the manager of Covent Garden. 

The reference in the Provost's letter to the "late 
Riots" at Beard's house refers to the manager's resist- 
ance to an attempt on the part of rioters to force him 
to grant admission at half-price at the end of the third 
act of each performance. Much property in the theatre 
was destroyed, the house was closed for a week or more, 
and Beard finally had to submit to the dictation of his 
audiences. At the benefit at Drury Lane for the Col- 
lege of Philadelphia and New York he must have 
charmed the house, for he had, it seems, a tenor voice 
of remarkable tone and flexibility. 

It is pleasant to add that when Provost Smith re- 
turned to Philadelphia he was received by the trustees 
with "the highest marks of satisfaction and respect," 
and thanked for the "great zeal, diligence, ability and 
address which he had shown in the management of this 
collection." At a later meeting of the Board he was 
given a still stronger evidence of consideration in the 
grant of one hundred pounds a year — an annuity which 
was to be considered "not as an addition to the salary 
of Provost, but solely as a reward for his personal 
services in England." 



